
Civil Society Meeting on the Committee of the Whole

Marlborough House, London

10 November 2003

Provisional Agenda

Objectives


· To increase the awareness and understanding of Commonwealth senior officials of the contributions of civil society organisations to development and democracy.

· To increase the understanding of Commonwealth senior officials of the requirements for maximising civil society’s contribution to development and democracy.

· To identify issues for discussions on Commonwealth functional cooperation.

09.00 - 09.40

Opening
Chairperson: Colin Ball, Director, Commonwealth Foundation

· Rt. Hon. Don McKinnon, Commonwealth Secretary-General




Presentation of meeting

Introduction of participants

Review of purpose and objectives 

Confirmation of agenda

09.40 – 10:00
Break

10.00 – 11.30
Plenary 1.
Panel presentation on development and democracy in the Commonwealth: issues emerging from the regional consultations
· Asia 

· East and Southern Africa 

· West Africa 

· Caribbean 

· Pacific 

· United Kingdom 

Presentation of Synthesis Paper prepared by the Commonwealth Foundation

Discussion

11.30 – 12.30
Workgroup session 1.
Identification of key messages on democracy and development(


a) Civil society organisations’ contribution to development and democracy
· What is civil society’s contribution to democracy and development? What are the key messages that should be presented to governments?

· What do CSOs need to do to increase their own capacity to be effective partners in development and democracy? 

· What are the key messages that should be presented to governments?

b) Role of governments in creating the conditions for maximising civil society’s contribution to democracy and development
· What are role and contribution of governments in the areas of (a) policies, (b) institutional arrangements, and (c) resources 
· What are the key messages that should be presented to governments?
· What needs to be done at national, regional and Commonwealth level to facilitate the above?
12.30 – 13.00
Report back from small groups
13.00 – 14.00

Lunch 

14.00 – 14.30
Endorsement of consensual messages on democracy and development

14.30 – 15.30
Plenary 2.
Presentation and discussion on Commonwealth functional cooperation issues


15.30 – 16.30
Workgroup session 2.
Identification of issues for inclusion in Commonwealth functional cooperation discussions(
16.30 – 16.45
Break

16.45 – 17.30
Report back from small group exercise 2 and endorsement of consensual messages on Functional Cooperation themes.


Way forward and closing

· Strategies for Civil Society – Senior Officials Dialogue
· Confirmation of participants in Senior Officials Dialogue
Tuesday, 11 November

10.00 – 13.00
Drafting committee prepares submission to COW based on consensual positions emerging from small group exercises

Civil Society - Senior Officials Dialogue on the Committee of the Whole

Marlborough House, London

11 November 2003

Chairperson: Ambassador J. Daniel Hart, Permanent Secretary Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nigeria

14.30 – 15.00

Opening 
· Colin Ball, Director, Commonwealth Foundation 

· Hon. Don McKinnon, Commonwealth Secretary-General

15.00 - 16.00
Panel - What is required for effective government- civil society partnerships for development and democracy?


· Civil society contribution to development and democracy

· What CSOs need to do to increase their own capacity to be an effective partner 

· What CSOs require from governments so that they might maximise their role in development and democracy 

· CSO messages on issues for consideration in Commonwealth functional cooperation discussions

16.00 – 17.00

Responses from Governments and discussion

17.00 – 17.30
Summary of key issues arising from discussion by Chairperson, Ambassador J. Daniel Hart 


Closing

18.00
Reception hosted by the Commonwealth Secretary General – Blenheim Saloon, Marlborough House

( Each group to nominate up to three representatives to the 11 Nov meeting with the Committee of the Whole








